
 

 
 

NEWCOMER’S SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT 
UNDER THE CANADIAN CIVIC REFUGEE SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 

 
As a sponsored refugee under the civic (private) sponsorship program of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Toronto in Canada, or by connected sponsors (Sponsorship Agreement Holders), 
represented by ORAT - Office for Refugees at the Archdiocese of Toronto, newcomers may 
receive logistical, moral, spiritual and financial assistance from their Canadian civic sponsor.  
Newcomers may only receive some kinds of economic support from their sponsor, and the 
newcomers will receive this support only until they gain a sufficient level of financial 
independence as deemed by the civic sponsor.  The maximum time of receiving support is for 1 
year from their date of arrival in Canada; but this support will be reduced or end sooner once 
financial independence is attained.  No government support is available for this time.  
  
 
I, ………………………………………………..       BORN ……………………………………………….. 
          FULL NAME 

And my spouse/partner (if applicable) 
  
I, ………………………………………………..       BORN ……………………………………………….. 
          FULL NAME 
from the one year period starting on my arrival to Canada on behalf of my dependent family 
members and myself, agree to the following sponsorship conditions:  
 
1. Upon arrival, without delay I will register at ORAT, also with two health insurance providers 

(OHIP, IFH), and also with a settlement agency for fast and efficient integration. 
 

2. I will make serious, continuous, and proactive efforts to attain self-sufficiency as quickly as 
possible, by carrying out activities which include, but are not limited to the following:  

a. Active ongoing search for work in person and on the internet; 
b. Daily attendance at language and computer classes; 
c. Attendance at employment preparation programs, workshops and trainings; 
d. Community participation, volunteer work, placement, networking. 

 
3. I accept that if I refuse any reasonable job offer or abandon an employment opportunity 

without just cause, the civic sponsor will adjust the financial support downward, based on the 
civic sponsor’s ‘Sponsorship Agreement’ contract with the government of Canada.  

 
4. I declare I will not ask any government support (welfare, social assistance) in my first 

year in Canada. 
 
5. I understand that any financial support provided is not automatic entitlement and rather is 

based on my actual basic needs.  Moreover, I understand that in this period of time I have 
no right to support others (e.g. sending money to relatives outside Canada). 

 
6. I acknowledge that I cannot receive income support benefits if attending a post-secondary 

institution (college, university, etc.).  
 
7. I declare that I will use my own financial resources ($...................) to contribute to my own 

settlement, as the relevant rules indicate.  I declare that I will not accept any benefits to be 
given to me by my sponsor that exceeds my actual basic needs. 



 

8. I accept that most of the support that I will receive will be in-kind. I declare that I am ready to 
share accommodation with others and that I am fully willing to live in a basement apartment if 
that is provided.  I understand that I can move into my apartment if I have the finances for it.  

 
9. I acknowledge that I will be OK with the support of fairly used equipment, including pre-

owned furniture, kitchen utensils, appliances, bed linens, clothing, and other household items.  
 
10. I will immediately report to my civic sponsors any employment and all income, assets, gifts, 

donations, child tax benefits, tax returns and/or monies from any source received by my 
family members or myself.  I understand that these received amounts will result in the 
downsizing of actual support from my sponsor. 

 
11. I understand that if I relocate within the first year, violate this agreement, or refuse to 

cooperate, then I have breached this contract and my sponsor will not be able to assist me. 
 
12. I will report to my civic sponsors, without delay, any changes in my family situation including 

pregnancy, death, marriage, separation, divorce, hospitalization, arrest, and imprisonment. 
 
13. If I am leaving Canada for any reason, I will report my dates of departure and return to my 

sponsor.  I will provide them with a copy of my transportation plans before I leave. I 
understand that I am not eligible for sponsorship support while I am absent from Canada. 

 
14. I consent to the disclosure and use of personal information pertaining to myself and members 

of my family to parties and communities involved in the sponsorship process, such as 
potential Canadian sponsors, settlement organizations, and Canadian government offices.  I 
recognize that my disclosure of this sensitive information is done so for the purpose of 
assisting me and my family’s sponsorship and integration to Canada. 

 
15. I understand that all support I receive is from Canadian private individuals and not from the 

government of Canada. I am not covered by government or United Nations support.   
 
16. I understand that wealthy and poor Canadian citizens put their own resources together and 

sacrificed to help in my resettlement; volunteers helping me are people without any payment.    
 

17. I understand that sponsorship is based on mutual respect.  Accordingly I will treat everybody 
in the sponsorship with dignity and respect. If I have any problems, I have a right to complain 
and ask help from my sponsor or directly from the paid staff or volunteers of ORAT. 
 

18. I understand that I do not owe anything to my Canadian civic sponsors; they are helping me 
without the expectation of any interest (financial, spiritual, or anything else) in return for this 
help I need not pay them back for their support. 

 
19. I understand that my civic sponsor fully respects my personal beliefs and religious practices. 
 
20. I understand that it is a criminal offence to make any false statements regarding my eligibility 

for the Civic Refugee Sponsorship Program; and that, should I knowingly defraud my civic 
sponsor, I may be subject to criminal prosecution.   

 
I acknowledge that I have received a copy of this Agreement and the above information was fully 
explained to me by an interpreter to my complete satisfaction. I accept all the conditions above, 
and will fully cooperate to implement this Agreement: 
 
…………………………………………./…………………………………….  …………………………. 
Applicant     Spouse              Date (Day/ Month/ Year) 
 
…………………………………………………………………..; for ORAT 


